Fun, Interesting and Useful Websites (In no particular order)

www.google.com - Probably the best and most widely used “search engine” around.  The word “Google” has actually been declared a verb.  Another popular one is www.yahoo.com.  Yahoo’s home page has good features such as people search and financial information.  You should choose a search engine and get to “know” it.  Try “Googling” a friend or relative.  Other search engines are: Bing, AltaVista, Dogpile, Northern Lights, Overture and www.search.com.  Most search engines have a choice to look for images and maps.  
www.orbitz.com - A traveler’s website that will help you search for the cheapest airfare and hotel.   Also www.travelocity.com and www.expedia.com.   www.bestwestern.com is also good to look for motels.  Give www.tripadvisor.com for hotel and restaurant ratings from “real people”.  Each airline has their own site too, e.g. www.delta.com or www.americawest.com.  Many hotel chains also have their own site, e.g. www.holidayinn.com, www.sheraton.com.   Just FYI not all airlines participate in sites like Orbitz - Example Southwest Airlines does not show up.  You need to see www.southwest.com 
www.amazon.com - Bills itself as “Earth’s biggest bookstore” and sells books, CD’s, DVD’s, watches, radios and lots of stuff at a discount.   Also a great source of book reviews and buyers opinions.

www.googleearth.com - a free program from Google that lets you view aerial photos of anywhere on earth.   Also try www.bingmaps.com to get spectacular aerial shots of your house.
www.restaurant.com, www.urbanspoon.com, www.opentable.com  - Information about restaurants all over the world.  Open table lets you make reservations at participating restaurants for no charge.
www.whosaliveandwhosdead.com - A site that will tell you about your favorites celebrities.  Also try www.findagrave.com to do some genealogy work.
www.truthorfiction.com - Confirmation or debunking of some old stories.  A good place to check out some of the garbage that circulates via email.  www.snopes.com - Another website that goes a long way to debunking urban legends or old wives tiles.

www.ebay.com and www.half.com - Two good shopping sites.  Can be used to give you guidelines on how much stuff is really worth.  Ebay is an auction site.  Half is a fixed price site that is run by Ebay.  Also try www.mysimon.com for comparison-shopping.

www.filehippo.com - The reliable source page for all kinds of software – both free and for not free.  If you get it from this site you can be sure it is legitimate and tested.  This is where I go to get Malwarebytes Anti Malware, AVG Free Anti Virus, CCleaner and other programs that are needed to keep you computer running well.
www.pcworld.com and www.pcmag.com - Run by PC World Magazine and PC Magazine respectively.  Great source of computer information and tips and free downloads.  Both will offer to put you on a free email list to receive information.  This can be worth sifting through for good info.  www.smartcomputing.com is also very good and written in plain English.  Google is better for searching.
www.mapquest.com and www.maps.google.com -  great sources of maps and driving directions from anywhere to anywhere.  Faster and just as good as AAA.  Saves you buying some “streets and roads” software.

www.imdb.com - Probably the best movie database I’ve found (imdb stands for Internet Movie DataBase) complete with plot summaries, ratings and viewer reviews.  Also a source of trivia and mistakes found in movies.  See also www.reel.com, and www.rottentomatoes.com for movie reviews
www.webmd.com - A great source of medical information.   Input your symptoms and see what it says.  Careful about too much self diagnosis.  This site can also cause paranoia.
www.weather.com - Worldwide weather, with maps, current conditions and forecasts.

www.hotmail.com - A place to get yourself a free email address (will end in @hotmail.com).  The advantage of doing this is that you can keep it regardless of what Internet Service Provider (ISP) you use.  Other free email address can be had at www.yahoo.com and Gmail from www.google.com.
www.aeroseek.com/webtrax - A flight-tracking site that gives you real-time (up to the minute) information.

www.sysinfo.org - The best source I’ve found to learn what you can disable in msconfig.  Msconfig is the Microsoft System utility that starts programs when you boot.  Many of these programs can be disabled.

www.eeggs.com - An Easter Egg is a gem that is hidden in a movie or piece of software.  An example of an Easter Egg in a movie might be the cameo appearance of Alfred Hitchcock in many of his films.  This site explains it and provides hours of fun…well, maybe an hour or two.

www.webshots.com - A marvelous source of great photographs to download.   They can be used as screen savers and wallpaper.  You can download five photos per day for free.

www.nytimes.com - The website for the New York Times.   Also www.wsj.com is the one for the Wall Street Journal.  WSJ requires a payment to visit over a long period.  Try looking for your hometown newspaper’s website to get local news.  Most newspapers have websites.  Read the hometown flavor on your favorite sports team.  Obituaries are always available too.
www.usatoday.com - A colorful page that give you the latest news.

www.quicken.com - Financial information including stock quotes and charts.  www.scottrade.com gives you real-time (not delayed) stock quotes. Scottradder requires registering but is free. 

www.espn.go.com - Sports stuff including schedules, scores, stories and some video highlights.
www.foxnews.com, www.msn.com,  www.cnn.com and www.bbc.com - News pages.  

www.shutterfly.com - Email your digital pictures to this site.  They print them and snail-mail them to you.  Also create picture books for small fees.
www.meetways.com - Enter two addresses and this will tell you where to meet halfway in between.
www.9news.com – The website for channel nine in Denver.  Has a wonderful interactive weather feature including maps showing Doppler radar and storm tracks for anywhere in the country.
www.kbaq.org (Phoenix Public Radio) and www.cpr.org (Colorado Public Radio) - The websites for the classical music radio stations in Phoenix and Denver.  Gives play lists for the station and allows you to listen (live) no matter where you are.  Listening live requires a program like Real Player and works best with high-speed Internet.  Many radio stations around the world have a website through which you can listen live.  Practice listening to a foreign language by finding a station that uses that language.

www.weirdity.com - a funny website with jokes and ‘wise’ sayings.  Visit here just for fun.

Tips for Searching

   I firmly believe you can find anything on the Internet.  (Congress should STAY OUT of it)  Using your favorite search mechanism (engine), type in a keyword or two and see what it finds.  Best results are usually shown first.  Be alert to “sponsored results”.  Refine your search by adding more words.  For locations of things try the zip code.  If you want to do a phrase search, surround the phrase with quotation marks in your search.  If you type in three key words the first results will contain all three words.  Lesser results will contain only two, etc.  Use the plus “+” in front of a word to make sure that word is found in your search result.  Use the minus sign “-“ to make sure a word is NOT in the results.  
   In Google there are several verbs that work in the search field.  Three of them are “convert”, “status” and “define”.  The first converts units, like acres to sq miles or feet to meters.  The second gives you flight status, e.g. “status delta 123” would return the status.  Define, followed by a word will obviously give you the definition.  See http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/features.html for more hints.   
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